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18 POLYGAMY 


“UNNATURAL?” 


* ELDER JOSEPH BIRCH. 


As I find you hive published two of 
my letters which a ‘in the Bol- 
ton Guardian, on the subject of poly- 
gamy, I have thought it probable that 
you considered them worthy the notice 
of. the. readers of the Stax. I feel 


y thankful to find, if such be the 


case, that my feeble efforts to sustain 
the principles of the Gospel in this 
* acceptable. am not, 
however, fully satisfied with what has 
appeared in 1 Bolton Guardian, be- 
cause I regard so vital a subject as that 
of domestic relationship as being wor- 
thy of far more consideration than I 
have been able to give it; for by and 
through this principle, depends our 
physical and social existence ; in it, 
also, 3 our glory, exaltation 
and eternal increase. By it the righte- 
ous are itted to increase the 
off the wicked 
their sins. It is, therefore, a. matter 
of the importance to the Saints | his 
of and, also, to our Father in hea- 
yen, for we are his glory „ and it is 
through the principle of i increase that 
his honor aud ‘greatness .éxist. It 


wi 


preserve and i improve ourselves there- 
y. The law pertaining to this prin- 


ciple was the first given to our father 


Adam and mother Eve, namely, to 
multiply and replenish the earth,” 
take charge of the earth and all that 
dwell thereon for their use and bene- 
fit, which would be for the glory of 
God their heavenly Father. H. * 
remained without sin, according to 
the reading of the Bible, he would 
have increase his off- 
spring forever, and he an poste- 
= 8 would have eaten and drank of the 


good things of the earth, and all things 


thereon would have been subject unto 


them for their happiness and support ; 
but man fell in order that his children 


55 know good and evil and, od and | 


be as s, knowing 


— evil, —refuse the evil and to the 


good, which would giye to man his 


agency | and make bim 
deeds, like unto the Gods. 


was met 


by One who was able and willing to 
pass through evil and not partake 
thereof, but gave his life 
for the broken, laws and, through 
sacrifice, break the 


ponsible for 


the obligation of dat 
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for all who were willing to resist evil 
and obey the laws of heaven. This 
Redeemer, although the Son of God, 
had to come through this vital, life- 
giving principle that the world at the 
present appear to think so little about, 
any more than as self-gratification, as 
that of eating and drinking, or living 
to eat instead of eating to live. 
Now, to all the works of God we 
find laws, limits and duration, in 
order, no doubt, that the great families 
of almost endless variety may have 
their fullest rights.. So perfect are 
the laws of nature, that whenever any 
law is broken suffering inevitably re- 
sults therefrom, and when, on the 
contrary, strictly complied with, they 
give life and happiness. We find that 
which exists in a natural condition, 
‘and not interfered with by some erup- 
tion caused by a braken law, is always 
happy, and has within itself a physical 
improvement, and, if in man, a moral 
improvement also; but, when to the 
contrary, that which is interfered with 
by a broken law has evil tendencies, 
and is reduced physically, and if in 
man, morally also. In looking at man 
and the brute creation, we find them 
controlled, in some respects, by na- 
tural laws. We find, insome respects, 
a siniilarity between the laws which 
vern both, and, in other respects, 
e greatest difference. In the brute 
oreation we find laws suited to their 
especial condition, which are made to 
act upon them periodically, according 
to the climate in which they live and 
the circumstances under which they 
are placed, which cause them to pro- 
duce, provide for, and protect their 
offapring. They are the subjects of 
the law and, therefore, cannot be held 
responsible for its results. We also 
find \ where the brute ereation roam in 
their natural climate, and. are permit- 
ted to eat the food of which they are 
the judges, they are always found in 


a good and healthy condition; thus 


showing that God, by nature, provides 
laws for the happiness of all his crea- 
if observed. Many 
changes, however, are: brought upon 
8 by the interference of man, 
and some improvements are made as 
to size and docility, by constant care 
and training, when the true nature of 
the animal is 
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strictly complied with, 


but not otherwise. All animal and 
vegetable creations on this earth are 
subject to an enemy, disease or death ; 
but when any part of creation is aided 
by a superior power to ward off its 
enemy, it continues to develop itself 
towards that perfection it is intended 
by nature to arrive at. Man, there- 
fore, does not improve the animal and 
vegetable kingdom any more than 
strictly warding off its enemy, and 
supplying it with natural food, which 
enables it to grow to what nature in- 
tends or intended. He who is the 
most successful in producing the finest 
specimens of animals or vegetables, is 
the one who understands the true na- 
ture and enemy of that which he has 
undertaken to defend, but he cannot 
change one feather, hair, or leaf, nor 
give one particle of life in any way 
contrary to the laws b 
produced. It is therefore necessary 
that man should be careful to observe 
the laws of nature, if he wishes to 
advance his physical and moral condi- 
tion. 
What shall we say of man? seeing 
that he, although, physically, an ani- 
mal, is, mentally, a God, knowing 
good and evil, and is held responsible 
for his-evil acts ; and ‘though he pos- 
sesses the power to destroy, he has not 
the power to violate the laws of nature 
without bringing evil results upon 
himself, and that with which he inter- 
feres. It is often said that polygam 
is debasing to the human family, and 
contrary to the laws of nature, and 
none but men of debased minds will 


‘practice it. If polygamy be debasing, _ 


the practice thereof must have evil 


tendencies and, of course, must be 


contrary to the laws of nature. We 
ought to be careful to examine this 
all-important subject, and if we find 
it unnatural, we should by all means 
avoid its practice. Should we find, as 
I have before remarked, that it is con- 
trary to the laws of nature, it must 
have evil tendencies, and will produce 
sickness, disease and death ; but if it 


be natural, then by just observance, 
assisted and guarded from its enemy, 
and by observing laws and boun 
pertaining thereunto, it will have an 
exalting tendency. The | 
and controlling of the natural deman 
of the great vital principle of man, by 


which it is 
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Which the worlds are inhabited, are, 
to some extent, entrusted to the hands 
of man, and for the wise and judicious 
ue thereof he is held responsible, for, 
on the observance, or neglect of this 
principle, depends the extent of man’s 
glory and condition. If we find, 
therefore, that polygamy is not unna- 
tural, any more than that of mono- 
: gamy, it will only be necessary to learn 
the laws, limits and bounds of both 
poygamy and monogamy, in order to 
Tully understand their proper bearing. 


Wo find, by observation, that where 


there is a difference of character to 
deal with, there is required a corres- 
ding degree of observation to. meet 

ita demands. It may be necessary for 
“@ man who is the husband of more 
than one wife, to observe laws that 
may nat be necessary if only the hus- 
band of one wife, from the fact that 
dach wife may have a different disposi- 
tion, caused by her organization, and 
will, in some degree, require different 
treatment; and it is, of course, neces- 
sary that a man should control himself 
20 as to suit the just demands of his 
wives, as he would those of his child- 
ren. The wiser and better the man, 
the better able is he to undertake the 
responsibility of a plurality of wives, 


allowing polygamy to be natural; but 
should a man be indiscreet and not 
‘able to take care of himself, he onght 


not to be the husband of one wife, for 
no man ought to be permitted to bring 
into existence that which he is not 
able to protect and take care of, espe- 
cially human life, which may be sub: 
ject to pain and sorrow by the abuse 


and indiscretions of their parents. A 


man to have one wife, all will admit, 
is perfectly natural, and to have off- 
spring is natural, and is no sin, if 
within the pale of marriage. If then 
to produce offspring, when guided by 
a law of limitation, be not sinful, and 
unnatural, it can only be wrong when 
produced contrary to a just law per- 
taining to responsibility. The power 
of propagation granted to a healthy 
man, by nature, may be from the age 
of sixteen to that of seventy, and he 
may be in the prime of life at fifty, 
while with women it frequently ceases 
at the age of forty, or forty-five, years. 
Why this difference of arrangement by 
nature between man and woman, if 
man shall not be the husband of more 
than one wife, at the same time seeing 


that the age of woman often exceeds | 


the age of man! 


[To BE CONTINUED. | 


MEDDLING WITH THE MORMONS. 


— —0 


The New York Graphic, of Deo. 9, 
‘has some sensible ideas respecting the 
‘mew crusade against the ‘‘ Mormon” 
‘religion, and some also in which we 

„One of the recommendations of 
the President in his message looks ta 
an interference with Mormonism on 

the part of Congress. His sugges- 
tions are designed to run a plougb- 
_.ghare through the greensward of 

Mormondom and turn. polygamy 
under the sod forever. A strong 

ty in Congress favor measures of 
— interference for the 
-sion of polygamy in Utah. It is 
thought that such measures will has- 
ten the downfall of a disgraceful cus- 
tom—be popular in the country— 
And cover its advocates with honor, 


especially in the eyes of religious peo- 
ple. Brigham Young is neither vene- 
rable nor interesting, and a war upon 


him and his peculiar institution might 


be as popular in the country as the 
Crusades were in Europe a half dozen 
ceuturies ago. Who knows that the 
Home against the Harem might not 
prove as powerful a rallying call iu the 


-nineteenth century as the Cross against 


Crescent was in the twelfth ? 

It is easy to excite popular 
prejudice against lygamy. But 
statesmen do not dabble in sensations. 
The fact that a particular policy falls 
in with valgar prejudice, and will be 
popular with the ignorant and passion- 
moved masses, may stimulate dema- 
gogues to advocate it, and there are 


always men enough of this species in 


ij 
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blic life to seize upon such measures 
in order to gain a chea 
political elevation. There is no ques- 
tion that a raid on polygamy would be 
popular in certain quarters, and that 
itical adventurers might make capi- 
tal from its advocacy. But would it be 
wise? Is such a persecution of the 
Mormons ealled for at the present 
juncture of affairs? Is it in accord- 
ance with the genius of our institutions? 
Is polygamy so successful and power- 
ful in Utah, and so likely to spread 
over the whole country, that it is ne- 
cessary to use the whole enginery of 
the government for its overthrow? Is 
it not one of the. customs that can 
safely ‘be left to the intelligence and 
moral sentiment of the community in 
which it exists, and the laws of econo- 
mic and social welfare ? 
Such questions admit of only one 
answer. An unprovoked warfare on 


Mormonism would wear the aspect of 


persecution, and excite a sympathy 
dangerous the it is 
w to suppress. It was the perse- 
cation in Ohio and Missouri, that built 
Nauvoo, and it was the destruction of 
Nauvoo that settled Utah. There is 
no denying the fact that Brigham 
‘Young has converted a desert into a 
garden, and built up flourishing and 
populous cities in what was a barren 
and inhospitable wilderness. - He led 
a fanaticism. He organized an illite- 
racy into a Church with political func- 
tions. But his institution is an ano- 
maly and an anachronism. A fanaticism 
cannot co-exist with intelligence, and 
constantly tends to burn itself away. 


It seeks isolation in order to protect 


itself from its foes and os its 
flame. But in this the Mormons were 
unsuccessful. Their retreat proved to 
be in the main highway of the conti- 
nent. The Pacific Railroad has shat- 
tered their ecclesiastical supremacy. 


The disco of rich mines within 
two hours’ ride of Salt Lake City is 


inundating the Territory with a Gen- 


tile population, which will soon leave 
the Mormons in an unpopular mino- 


rity in their own stronghold. The 
mew colonists carry. new-fashions, and 
the Mormon women are no longer 
content to drudge and dress as in 
the old days. are more and 
more unw to be ‘sealed.’ Only 


notoriety and 


and linsey-wolséy. 


of Mormons condemn it. 
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| the wealthiest men in the Territory can ; 


afford to support an establishment and 
dress a dozen wives in the prevailing — 
fashion of the time. And the Mor- 
mon women rebel against bare floors 
Economy tells 
against the 3 The press 
paralyzes it. e younger pration . 

The schools 
are hostile to it. The whole spirit and 
movement of our Western civilization 
are against its continuance. And it 
would seem that it could be safely let 


‘alone, save as it interferes with the 


administration of justice, to drop to 
pieces of internal decay, or to be blot- 
ted out by the combined infthences. 
operating „ grow it with so much foros. 
As a socia 

and will never be tried on this conti- 
nent again. There is no need of legis- 
lation to prevent our people from 
investing in bankrupt enterprises, and 
no use in dragging a body 1 
the death-gasp up to the gallows. 1 
licentiousness and vice’ and crimes. 
against domestic purity in our great 
cities hardly justify us in making a. 


‘national raid against a community 
which, with all its sins and shortcom- 


ings, has abolished the social evil from 
its borders and provided every woman | 
with at least the semblance of a home.” 
We do not think marriage, either 
singular or plural, disgraceful. On 
the contrary we believe the Scriptures, 


that it is honorable. We know of no 


home or harem antagonism in. this 
country. We are quite willing to 
leave polygamy and every other ques- 
tion to the intelligence and moral sen- 
timent of the community and the laws. 


of economic and social welfare—if it 


is not of God, it will ultimately fall; 
if it is of him, it will ultimately tri- 


umph and its enemies will appear in. 


their true characters as enemies of vir- 
tue and righteousness, and will be- 
regarded and treated as such. We . 
do not consider Mormonism” an 


anomaly and an anachroniam. We do 


not seek isolation, only so far as per- 
secution thrusts us out and 8 us 

to retire from civilization.“ ede 
not consider fashionable extravagance 
commendable in any community, but 
we consider the domestic virtues far 
superior, whether at Salt Lake or New 

York. We have always found more- 


experiment it is a failure, 


e 
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nothing to her credit, and in no wise 
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women willing to be sealed than 
we have wished ‘‘ sealed” to us, both 
among the ‘“‘ Mormons” and among 
the “Gentiles.” Even wealthy men 
are not infrequently ruined by the ex- 
tra vi one wife, which is 


conducive to conjagal happiness, or 
ivate or public virtue. 
either economy or the press.— 

We decidedly approve’ of the former, 


and have the honor to belong to the 


some 
estern 


latter. Some young people 
schools, and a certain kind of 


civilization, are hostile to the 


institution.“ Other young people, 
other schools, and intelligent, true, 
real civilization are favorable to it. 
Nevertheless, it can be safely, most 
safely, let alone, so far as opposition 
to it is concerned, for it never inter- 
feres with the administration of justice 


e do not 


37 


—the abuse of it, like the abuse of 
anything else, may, bat the institu- 


tion” itself does not. We are willi 


for those who wish to believe that the 

institution” is dropping to pieces of 
internal decay, that it will. be blotted 
out; that as a social experiment it is 
a failure, and will never be tried on 


this continent again. We do not care 


what people think of it. But we have 
one request to make, and that is, that 
we be allowed to enjoy the civil and 
religious liberty guaranteed to all 
American citizens, whether in a State 
or a Territory, by the glorious con- 
stitution of the Union and the genius 
of American government. This gen- 
eral request granted, theoretically 


and practically, we shall never be un- 


der the unpleasant necessity of mak 
the more special one—‘‘ Hands off 
—Deseret News. 


— 


THE GOSPEL. 


Freedom and independency are near- 


by allied. How can a man be free 
when he is altogether dependent? The 
Gospel is to make us free, by making 
us independent of such things as many 
think they cannot do without. As we 
dessen our desires, we become more 
independent, or wealthy. The Gospel 
teaches us how to want less; how to 
do without this and the other vain and 
foolish thing, which we otherwise 
might wish to have. Self-denial isa 
principle of the Gospel, as are all other 
virtues that tend to subdue the evil 
of our natures. How 
lappy is he then who lives in ac- 


‘cordance with the laws of the Gos- 


pel! How proper, how indispensable 


to life and being is obedience there- 
unto. How deformed, spiritually and 


morally ; how degraded in the eyes 


of God; how erring; how lost and 


wandering,—a child of earth with no 
atar to guide him,—when left without 
the laws of the Gospel to govern and 
egulate his actions. 
an, without the spiritual and 
moral influences of the Gospel, is dike 


à tree whose fruits can never ripen. | 


He is an imperfection,—an embryo. 
forever! But how different when we 
have the Gospel with us; ’tis light! 
tis life! tis joy! 'tis peace! Now, 
man, if he is diligent, may attain to 
the perfection of what? his maker j— 
his creator ?—yes, even these. What 
a delight, what a pleasure, thus to live 


under the blessings of the Gospel. 


How tasteless all things else com- 
pared to Heaven — the reward of faith- 
fulness. Who would not go where 
God ahd Christ and holy angels reside? 
Are we not of God? Cannot we, with 
the attributes of God, and throngh the 
saving and exalting qualities of the 
Gospel, rise again from our present 
condition to an immortal glory? Let 
our Father answer. He says we can. 


, glorious Gospel, ever bright and fair 
™e ight of sons who are 


eir Father’s courts, to sojourn 
Awhile upon this earth, or mundane sphere; 


Oh, lend thy light, nor clouds obstruct thy 


rays; 
We eal. we cry, were Saints of latter 
days. 


JohN Barr. 


= 
75 


DAT SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


MENNONITE MEMORIAL TO CONGRESS. _ 


Honorable the and —— 
i. Representatwes 0 nited 
c America, in Congress assembled :— 

We, the undersigned, belonging to 
the Christian denomiration called 
Mennonites or Rvrssta AND 
Prussia, in our own behalf, and that 
of our brethren, respectfully address 
the following to you :— 

For three generations our denomi- 
nation has lived in Russia under their 
own control, free to enjoy, as a sepa- 
rate colony, our own religion, lan- 

age, lands and customs, the Russian 

vernment only interfering to punish 
- erimes and to collect its revenues. 
Now, bya recent edict of the Russian 

Government, passed 4th (16th) June, 
1871, we are. deprived of all those 
rghts, liberties and privileges, which 
had been granted to us forever, and 
the choice is presented to us of leaving 
Russia within ten years from the above- 
mentioned date, or after that time 
become Russianized in language and 

religion. In Prussia, where we lived 
for more than 200 years in the liberty 
of conscience, the Government acted 

We have determined to emigrate to 
some country where we can enjoy civil, 
social and religious liberty. 

By examining your Constitution and 
country, we find the full assurance that; 
under your Constitution and laws, we 
shall find the liberty we so earnestly 
desife, and the sentiment expressed by 
President Grant, in his message of 
March 3, 1873, gives us great encour- 
agement. 
Desirous of settling in ypur country 

in colonies, there is, however, one ob- 
stacle in the way. The unimproved 
lands, which we would be likely to se- 
lect for our future homes, being owned 
in alternate sections, by railroads and 
the Government; if we should pur- 
chase from the railroad companies, 
_ same of the sections belonging to the 
Government would be taken up by 
persons who do not belong to our 
colony, and who are not in sympathy 
with us. Besides this, our mode of 


farming is for fifteen or twenty famil- 


ies to join together on a large tract of 


the horses and cattle may 


land, and to have portions of it act- 
aside for common pasture, where all 


his saves 
much expense in fencing. | 


It will require time, no doubt the 
eight years yet open for emigration, 
before all property in Russia can be 
disposed of, business finally settled, 
and the last of our-brethren brought 
to their new home. . 

In behalf, therefore, of our breth- 
ren, numbering between forty and 


ther, kept by one herder. 


fifty thousand, we would respectfully — 


ask :— 
1. That if we select portions of rail- ~ 
road lands in different places, suitable 
to our different wants, as cattle raisers 
agriculturists, &c., that we be allowe 
to take up and secure the section’ of 
Government. lands lying adjacent 
thereto, either by purchase or under 
the homestead laws, and to reserve the 
same until the year 1881. . 
2. If we find unoccupied bodies of 
land belonging to the Government, 
suited to our purpose, that we be al- 
lowed the same privilege of taking up 
and securing a sufficient quantity of 
land protected from the ‘interference 
of outside parties. | 
The Canadian Government has of- 
fered to present us with as much land 
as we would occupy, within the before- 
mentioned time, but a party of us 


| would prefer to settle in the United 


States, if the opportunity is given us 
to locate in colonies. . 
Our only object being to care for - 
those in distress, should there be any- 
thing in our petition looking like 
speculation, we beg you will prevent 
it. 
“Justice exalts a nation,” says the 
word of God, and if you will use your 
great influence to promote this mission, 
and assist the emigration of those who 
are persecuted for conscience’ sake, 
you will have the deepest thanks of the 
sorrow-stricken Mennonites of Russia 
and Prussia, and what is much more, 
the blessings ef Him who says, that 
even a drink of cold water shall not 


| be without its reward. 8 


. 
e 
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We are, with high estimation, 

SomE or THE EMIGRANTS FROM Rvs- 
sia AND PRUSSIA, GALLED MEN- 
NONITES, 

Pe. S. Our residence being transitory, 

if any reference should be required, 


we beg to address to our brethren, 
Rev. Amos Herr, caster County, 
Fa., and John F. Funk, Elkhart, In- 
diana, who are in sympathy with us 
and conversant with our movements. 


IHE SANDWICH ISLANDS’ MISSION. 


Lan, Oanv, 
Hawaiian Islands, 
November 6, 1873. 
4. Smith, 
ity, Utah. 


“My time has been 
mostly spent on the Laie Plantation. 
The spiritual part of the labor on 
these islands is favorable, our numbers 
keep steadily on the increase, and I 
believé truly that the faith of the bre - 
thren and sisters is also on the in- 
crease. 

The total number of niembers re- 
ported at our October Conference just 
past was 4, 467. I have attended three 
Conferences since my arrival on these 
islands. The number reported bap- 


tized at each Conference was as fol- 


| tive to pay. 


Making a total increase of 1,716 in 
eighteen months. There have been 


as high as 161 children blessed in six 


months. 

At cur Conference just past we 
preached the Word of Wisdom and the 
law of Tithing., Many of our brethren 
and sisters have agreed to relinquish 
their tobacco, awa, beer, etc. I am 
satisfied that the most of them have 
kept their vows thus far. The law of . 
Tithing never has been taught practi- 
cally among this people before. Man 
of the old members were waiting wi 
anxious hearts for it to be introduced. 
Some of them paid in ee they 
had been saving up as their Tithing for 
a long time. Brother Leula paid in 
$10, which he had been saving in this 
way. This is a big amount for a na- 


Jokx A. Wesr. 


Deseret News. 


lows :—. 
October, 1872............... 586 
563 


October, 1873............ 


Love, Honor AND Osgy.—On the whole, married women, that is real wo- 
men, prefer being ruled to ruling. It is natural to a woman to seek advice. 
It is scarcely in her nature to go speechlessly on doing what she has to do with- 
out aid or counsel: Almost any one of our sex is happier if she can talk 
things over” with some man upon whose diseretion she relies; and in married 
life most wives do, even in the smallest things, what he likes, and fan 
that they like it themselves. Since independence has become the fashion, a 
strong-minded women have sneered at their more gentle sisters, there is a great 
affectation of despising the opinion of the gentlemen, but it is all sheer pre- 
tense. Almost every wife chooses her gloves and her ribbons of the tint her 
husband admires, and the man she loves almost inevitably gives her her politi- 
cal opinions, and biases even her religious views.» Her speech, her dress, her 
manner, changes under his influence. What he desires her to do, she does in 
nine cases out of ten, the tenth case we find in the divorcee courts. You may 
rule your wife as you please, good married reader, if you love and pet her 
enough. Haughtiness and fault-finding alone will make her restive. And, 
you, dear girls, remember that it will be well to choose a husband good and 
noble and upright, so that you may obey him to your heart's content without 
losing your own self-respect ; for you will obey him if you love him; and if he 


be low and mean, you will sink. to his level slowly 


years. 


but surely in the course of 
Mary Kyzre DALLAS. 
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OBEDIENCE. 
= yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered.” — 
Ir is by obedience to the hn which govern our walled on the 88 that we 
are enabled to live. Were we to violate this principle, wherein if affects our 
welfare in regard to the laws of human life, we should bring upon us just and 
merited punishment. So it is in regard to matters of a higher and more 
| exalting character, where obedience. is required. It is impossible to secure 
the reward of eternal happiness unless we are obedient to the laws of eternal 

life, as it is also impossible to obtain the blessings of the present life, without 
giving "eae to the conditions upon which those blessings are to bo 
obtaine 

Obedience is the guiding 0 of salvation. It is that which brings us 
into fellowship with the Gospel. By it we are made partakers of the blessings 
which are the fruits alone of the Gospel. We cannot be admitted into the 
Church of Christ without, in the first place, submitting ourselves to the laws. 
and other requirements thereof, no more than we can come into possession of 
the enjoyment and happiness which pertain to the natural life, without sub- 
scribing to natural laws. And yet, so far as matters of eternal life are con- 
cerned, obedience has always been to mankind the most trying of all principles 
that have emanated from God, more difficult to observe and respond to, 
because it invariably involves requisitions that are in opposition to the inclina- 
tions and desires of men. Our first parents were disobediént and, in conse- 
quence, they fell, bringing upon the human race the penalty. of death. Satan 
understood the nature of man and his proneness to be disobedient when his 
own desires were interfered with, and from the time of Adam's transgression 
to the present day, Satan has sought in the most subtle manner to influence 
mankind to be disobedient, knowing that, thereby, his own purposes could be 
‘more successfully accomplished. _ 
It has been said that Obedience is better than “sacrifice,” and coming as 
they did from a Prophet of God, these words plainly show that to Him the 
simple act of obedience on the part of man, has greater weight, and is more 
pleasing in His sight, than any amount of sacrifice that might be rendered. 
Though we might voluntarily give all we’ possess of the riches of earth to Him 
and his Work, the sacrifice would not be so effectual in claiming his blessings 
as would our constant and ever-willing obedience to his commandments. 
‘Obedience to God should in nowise be regarded as a sacrifice, but as a pleasing. 
and just duty. Were we to receive a commandment from Him to give up our 
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“possessions, and we gave elend obedience thereto, our act would be that 
of a sacrifice, and not that of an obedience such as God would expect, conse- 
quently, our reward would not equal that of the individual who yielded a 
spontaneous and willing obedience. ‘‘ The earth is the Lord's and the fullness 
thereof,” so that by obeying his commandment we would only be giving to 
him that which rightfully belonged to him. 
The Latter-day Saints are required to observe this principle, perhaps more 
0 than any other people on the earth, because having entered into covenant 
with God to keep his commandments ‘and acknowledged, by their first works, 
the power and authority of those in their midst, who have been called by the 
Almighty to act as his mouthpieces on the earth, they place themselves, to a 
great extent, in the same position that ancient Israel were in, when they were 
led by the Prophet Moses. They acknowledge the operations of the Holy 
Spirit, and know that ‘‘ God will do nothing but he revealeth his secret unto 
his servants the Prophets,” and as a necessary and reasonable result, they are 
subject to the will of God as it may be revealed through his servants the Pro- 
pheta, now on the earth. The commandments of God, being revealed. through 
the Priesthood, are made quite as binding on those to whom they are given, 
as though he personally appeared to them and uttered by his own mouth every 
word that his servants have spoken. Under these circtimstances, therefore, 
the Latter-day Saints are required to be obedient to the words of God’s 
servants,.otherwise they cannot lay claim to the blessings they have set out 
for. Our hope of eterna] reward is centred in this principle of obedience, and 
by no other plan, or means, that man might devise, can we gain the prize. 
There are harmony and consistency in this provision, and we could never 
attain to a fullness of knowledge, or to perfection, by any other rule. 

Obedience, being a principle of action, becomes a practical duty. Laws and 
ordinances of the Gospel ‘are given to be observéd, not in theory, but by 
practice. Their observance in theory alone would accomplish nothing, and 
it would. be useless for the Lord to reveal them if they were to be looked upon 
with simply a nod of approval, and no practical effort wanted on our part to 
obey and live in accordance therewith. The conditions upon which we can 
obtain the blessings of heaven are simple, liberal and just, and do not require 
any extraordinary exercise uf either mind or body to fulfill those conditions, 
80 long as we do not regard the service of God in the light of a sacrifice. The 
obligation of obedience, therefore, which the Latter-day Saints assume, 
renders it necessary for them to continue in the practice of all laws, ordi- 
nances and duties as they are revealed from the heavens. Through obedience 
they may have been exhorted to exercise faith in God, to repent of their sins, 
to be baptized for the remission of sins, and by doing so, have received the 
Holy Spirit; but after these ordinances have been observed, they are instructed 
by the Spirit and the revelations of God, through his servants, to obey other 
equally important but more advanced requirements, such, for instance, as 
‘Tithing, Gathering, baptism for the dead, etc. Should we allow Satan’s 
promptings to prevail in our hearts and overcome our faith, and, in conse- 
quence, become disobedient to these duties which the Lend expects us to 
observe, we are no better off than if we had disobeyed also the simpler ordi. - 
nances of faith, repentance and baptism. The practice of all duties is essential 
in order to obtain a fullness of eternal glory. 

It is too often the case where persons have been rescued by the Gospel 
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from poverty and wretchedness, but through their faithfulness for a season 
have, perhaps, after they had gathered to Zion, become comparatively rich in 
this world’s goods, that they have allowed themselves to be lifted up in their 
vain imaginations, and to become proud and disobedient, thereby losing the 
humble and obedient spirit which caused them to receive the Gospel. Here 
has been their trial; and they have succumbed to the, pernicious and soul- 
destroying influences of disobedience. They have. imagined themselves to be 
independent of the Gospel and of their Father in heaven, and this result has 
been brought about by the Evil One through the tempting and pernicious in- 
fluence of wealth. Riches have nearly always had this tendency, to make men 
proud and disobedient, and Satan has invariably operated through them to 
turn the formerly righteous and obedient away from the true and living God. 
The many instances recorded in Sacred Writ fully substantiate this fact. 
We should be firm in our purpose to serve God and not mammon, and ever 
retain a meek and obedient spirit, that cannot be assailed by any insidious 
promptings of the Destroyer. Should we remain so and perform our duties, 
there is no good and needful blessing that will be withheld from us. We 
would exhort the Saints to abide the counsel of those who are placed over 
them, pay their Tithes and offerings, and seek diligently to acquire the neces- 
sary means for their deliverance from Babylon. We are assured that if the 
Saints will live in this manner they will have a conscience void of, offence 
before God, and will secure to themselves the delightful privilege of dwelling 
eternally with Jesus and all others who have through patience, Windes and 
auffering attained toa of glory. J. C. G. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


OopEx City, U. J. —We have been favored with ¢ a letter Sian brother C. F. 
Middleton, of Ogden, dated Dec. 18th, containing very interesting details of 
news poldting to our Mountain Home. We publish a portion of his letter, as 
follows —: — The health of the District is very good at present, though there 
has been a great deal of sickness in the last summer and fall. We have very 
good meetings, and what is remarkable, our congregations are mostly composed — 
of the young people. The condition of the district is very good; the poor are 
well provided for. We have nearly completed another house on the district 
lot, for the accommodation of some worthy families, thereby saving the pay- 
ment of rent. Our Sunday school has been suspended for the winter. Brother 
Hall and myself have labored in the Sunday school ever since you left. We 
have nearly completed our new school-house, in the lane ; it is a commodious 
building and will be the best-finished and furnished house in the county.— 
Business is very dull and money is very scarce here, as you are no doubt aware. 
The Probate Court is in session, and the case of the People, us. Julius Kiesel 
is being tried—a case of rape,—and there is a case, also, of murder to be tried 
this term. There is considerable business in the Alderman’s Court, at present; 
and I have had considerable to do even in my little court since you left. The 
question of jurisdiction has been settled in a case where a man was fined in my 
court and arrested and re-fined in the Alderman’s Court. The case was taken 
on a habeas corpus and was decided in my favor, and I was instracted to attend 
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to all the business that my oath of office required of me; hence the increase 
of my business. * * * I have been called to fill a vacancy in the High 
Council, caused by the absence of brother Elijah Freeman. * * * Brother 


John I. Hart preached to us in the Tabernacle last Sunday.” 


GREAT BRITAIN. 
| Weymouth, January 13, 1874. 
Prest. L. J. Herrick. ‘ | 
Dear Brother,—The Cyphrenes lef 
London (with your humble servant on 
board) on Saturday, the 10th inst. 


We were under the necessity of coming. 
into harbor at this place, in conse.’ 


quence of a very sad circumstance 
having occurred immediately after we 
put tosea. The captain of the vessel 
committed suicide, by jumping over- 
board. The cause of his doing so is 
not known, further than that he had 
had some difficulty with the owners of 
the ship. He appeared to have been 
very much liked and, judging by what 
I had seen of him, I took him to bea 
fine man. We are expecting a Mr. 
Wood, from Scotland, to take the 
command. We sail to-night at seven 
ere are 25 cabin passengers on 
board, all of whom appear — very 
nice people. They call me the Ame 
rican gentleman, and do not seek to 
hide their good opinion of me; but 
‘when they learn that I am a Mor- 
- mon” and going to Australia to preach 
the doctrines of that ‘‘ peculiar peo- 
ple,” some, if not all, may change 
their present good opinion. I shall 
_ endeavor to make friends with. all on 
board, and if the Lord wills it, I shall 
preach the Gospel to them. There is. 
a ‘‘reverend” among the passengers, 
but the people on board do not appear 
to like — The ‘‘reverend” and 
myself, however, are on the best of 
terms.. Good 2 and God bless you. 
our brother, 
WII. GEppEs. 


SWITZERLAND. 
Bern, January 7, 1874. 
Prest. L. J. Herrick. 
Dear Brother, — As we have just re- 
turned from our preaching tour, which 
brothers Huber, Keller and myself 
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had gone on some three weeks ago, I 
thought a few lines perhaps from me 
would not be taken amiss. I arrived 
in this land on thé 25th of May, 1872, 
and was appointed Prest. of Bern and 
Jura Conference. The time I have 


spent here has been very pleasant to 


me, and the Lord has blessed my 
labors. Up to this time I have, 
through the blessing of the Lord, bap- 
tized quite a number, as you may see 
by the annual report sent by brother 
Huber to you. é 
1 have great joy in the knowledge 
that this is the kingdom of God, and 
that I am an instrument in his hands 
in proclaiming the everlasting Gospel 
among the nations of the.earth. The 
Lord works through his servants in 
these days, as well as he did eighteen 
hundred years ago. A circumstance 


| happened in my field of labor, in which 


the hand of .the Lord was visibly 
manifest; which I will mention here. 
Early in December I was on my usual 
trip through the Jura, visiting the 
Saints and bearing my testimony 
wherever I had a chance. I went to 
Auvernier, Neuchatel, where I had 
appointed a meeting a few days pre- 
vious, and had written brother Beutler, 
of Moiraigne, asking him to attend 
the meeting, as I did not expect to go 
up to see him before holding meeting. 
When I arrived at Auvernier, a feel- 


ing came over me.that, in spite of the 


me to go 


cold and foggy weather, | 
I started 


and see brother Beutler. 


for his place, and in several places on 


the road’ persons wanted me to sta 


| over night, but 1 refused to do so. 


felt that [ ought to go and see brother 
Beutler that night. I arrived there 
in due time, and brother Beutler said 
that he had only an hour before that 
time mailed a letter to me asking me 
to come up, as there was a family at 
Convet, near the borders of France, 
that had expressed a desire to see an 
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Ilder from Utah. We shortly after- 
wards went by train to see the family, 
all of whom were well pleased. I bore 
testimony to them of the Latter-day 
Work, according to.the dictates of the 
Spirit of God. They listened with 
the greatest interest, and at eleven 
o’clock that night I baptized’ eleven 
souls. After that we entered into a 
friendly conversation, and the father 
of the family then told me that they 
had for a number of years inquired 
about the Gospel, and that they had 
learned so much that they knew they 
must be baptized for the remission of 
gins. They could not, however, find 
any person who was authorized, to 
baptize them, so they went, and each 
one of them immersed himself in the 
water. A few weeks ago, after think- 
ing over the religions of the day, he 
had a dream in the night, in which he 
was told to go to Postgasse, at Bern, 
and buy there a medicine named Brig- 
ham. He awoke and got up to write 
down the name of the medicine, and 
in the morning he inquired of the 
family if they ever had heard of such 
a medicine, (ke never had heard the 
name before,) and the mother of the 


family told him that that was the. 


name ‘of the ‘‘ Mormon” leader. He 
thought then he would not have any- 
thing to do with it, but a voice said to 
him, But what I will, that you 
shall.” He said he had nothing more 
to. say, and a little while after, by 
accident, a member of the family went 
to brother Beutler, who resided 6 miles 
distant, for some work ; they were led 
te speak about religion, and brother 


of ours, A d 


Beutler then gave the man a pamphlet 
of the family 
also told me that she had had a vision. 
She thought she was on a great body 
of water. A large ship was on shore, 
and a man standing there, calling 
aloud to the people on the ship to 


10 
westward. other of the family 


says she has seen President Young 
in vision, and described to me his ap- 
pearance. On a preaching trip after- 
wards, we visited that family, and I 
baptized three more of them. 1 
e baptized a woman who, seven 
years ago, had been possessed of evil 
spirits, but since that time never had 
been tronbled. As soon as she came 
out of the water and went into thé 
house, the evil spirit entered her. We 
administered to her, but it had no 
effect, do we thought when she became 
quietened we would confirm her, but for 
nearly two hours she continued te 
scream and tear her hair. We con- 
firmed her, and then the evil spirit or 
spirits left her. We stayed over night 
at the house, and on the next day we 
— her rejoicing in the power of 


‘I feel well in health and spirits, as 
also do brothers Keller and Huber. 
We are united together, and all goes 
on very well inthe Mission. We have 
held 16 meetings, and baptized seven 
persons in the three weeks whilé we 
were together. Brother Naile is in 
Germany, and brother Keller at Zurich. 

I remain your brother iu the ever- 
lasting Gospel, 
| Henry RISER. 


CHAPTERS: FROM THE HISTORY OF THE CHURCH. ~ 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 798, vol. 35.) 


An extract of a letter, written by 
Elder Parley P. Pratt to his brother 
Orson, in England, will give our read- 


ers a vivid picture of life in this valley 


in * days of which we write: he 
Said :— 

„Dear Bro. Orson: I have now ere - 
sided almost one year in this lone 
retreat, where civilized man has not 
made his home for the last thousand 

years, and where the ripening harvest 


has not been enjoyed for ages, until 
this present season. During all this 
period, the sound of war, the rise and 
fall of empires, the revolution of 
states and kingdoms, the news of an 

kind has scarcely reached my ears. It 
is but a few days since we heard of the 
revolutions and convulsions which are 
agitating Europe, All is quiet, still- 
ness, No elections, no police reports, 
no marders, no war in our little world. 
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The legislation of our High Council, 
the decision of some court or Bishop, 
aà meeting, a dance, a visit, an explor- 
ä tour, an arrival of a party of trap- 
pers and traders, a Mexican caravan, 
a party arrived fram the Pacific, from 
the States, from Forts Hall or Bridger, 
a visit of Indians, or perhaps a mail 
from the distant world, once or twice 
‘a year, is all that breaks upon the mo- 
notony of our peaceful and busy life. 
No policeman has been on duty to 
guard us from external or internal dan- 
ger. The drum has beat, to be sure, 
t it was mingled with merry making, 
or its martial sound was rather to re- 
mind us that war had been among the 
nations. . | 
Oh, what a life we live? It is the 
dream of the poets actually fulfilled in 
real life. Here we can cultivate the 
mind, renew the spirits, invigorate the 
body, cheer the heart and ennoble the 
soul: of man. Here we can cultivate 
every science and art calculated to 


enlarge the mind, accommodate the 


body or polish and adorn our race; 
and here we can receive and extend 
that pare intelligence e is un- 
mingled with the jargon of mystic 
Babylon, and which will fit a man, af- 
ter a long life of health and usefulness, 
to enjoy the mansions of bliss and the 
society of those who are purified in the 
blood of the Lamb. 
__ ‘* Here no prisoners groan in solitary 
cells; no chains or fetters bind the 
limbs of man; no slave exists to trem- 
ble, toil and sweat for naught, or fear 
and crouch full low to please his fellow 
man.. Here all are free to do right; 
and are warned and chastened and 
corrected, if caught doing wrong. 
Here, too, we are all rich—there 
is no real poverty where all men have 
access to the soil, the pasture, the 
timber, the water-power, and all the 


elements. of wealth without money or 


7 
115 will be interesting to our readers 
to know some more particulars about 
the situation of the people who resided 
in the valley. the winter of 1847—48. 
The pioneers, after their arrival, laid 
the foundation of a fort and erected a 
number of houses which they left for 
those who came in after them to occu- 
Py. Some of these were constructed 
adobie, others of logs. The adobies 
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were made longer than is the fashion 


now—they were eighteen inches long 
and proportionately wide and thick. 
This fort was called the Old Fort,” 
and it stood on what is now known as 
the 6th Ward square in this city. 
When the companies which followed 
the pioneers came into the valley, ad- 
ditions were made to the south and 
north of the fort, which were called 
the South and North Forts. They 


were connected with the Old Fort by 


gates, and each of them had gates 
through which the people went to and 
from their fields and work outside. 
The houses were built close together, 
with the highest wall on the outside, 
which formed the wall of the Fort; 
the roofs sloped towards the inside, 
and all the doors and the windows were 
on the inside, so as to make the houses 
more secure against attack in case any 
Not having had any ex- 
perience in this climate, and supposing 
from the appearance of the ground in 
the summer and fall, and from all that 
could be learned concerning it, that it 
was very dry, the roofs of the houses 
were made rather flat. The result was 


‘that nearly every house leaked during 


the first winter, andjumbrellas, where 
sach a luxury as an umbrella was 
owned, were frequently in demand to 
shelter those engaged in cooking, and 
even in bed persons would be seen 
sitting or lying under an umbrella. 
The houses were chiefly covered with 
poles ane or | 
here the poles or boards were strong 
enough, the depth of soil was paar 
to prevent leaking; but as there were 
comparatively few in this condition, 
the most of the houses were orna- 
mented with pillars to support the 
roofs. The clay which was found in 
the bottoms near the fort made excel- 
lent plaster for the inside of the houses, . 
and when mixed with water made a 
pretty good whitewash that was only 
inferior to lime. . But it would not 
stand exposure to rain, as some of the 
ple irae who covered their 
ouses with it; it melted quickly and 
offered no resistance to the rain. The 
common soil was far superior to it for 
this purpose, for it would absorb and 
retain considerable moisture." 
The first winter the Saints spent: in 
the valley was a remarkably mild one. 
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There were two or three cold spells of 
weather, but they did not last long. 
This was most fortunate for the people, 
for neither their food nar their clothing 
was of such a character to enable them 
to endure very cold weather.. Many 
were without shoes, and the best and 
only .covering they could get for their 
feet was meccasins. Their clothing, 
too, was pretty well exhausted, and 
the goat, deer and elk skins which 
they could procure were most accepta- 
ble for clothing, though far from being 
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pleasant to wear in the rain or snow. 
The writer recollects how proud he was 
when he succeeded in obtaining an elk 
skin, out of which, after smoking it, 
he had a pair of pantaloons made. He 
has had the goed fortune to wear some 
of the best fabrics of this and other 
countries since then; but he never 
has owned an article of dress which 
gave him so much -satisfaction and for 
which he was more thankful than 
those elkskin trowsers. 


UTAH NEWS. 


From the Deseret News :— 


A. Strong was engaged in hauling meat in a wagon yesterday, Sunday. This 
was considered by the municipal authorities to be ‘‘ unnecessary labor,” and 


he was fined $5. 


Seven more car loads of 
Monday, Dec. 221d. 


granite, for the Temple rolled into the Temple Block 


Heber City, Wasatch County, Dec. 16, 1873. Editor Deseret News :—We 
have just completed a fine and spacious building for the * of Sunday 
to the un 


worship principally, the completion of which is largely due 


abated ex- 


ertions of our enterprising bishop, Abram Hatch. Two days’ meetings of all 
the settlements of the county were called for the 13th and 14th. inst., which 
were well attended and a good time was had by all in attendance, Bishop Hatch 


residing. The first day the congregation was addressed b 
John G. Timothy, an 
m. E. Nuttall, George Bonner, Joseph 3 

an 


ames Duke, David Van 
and Bishop Hatch. Elders 


Elders F. Kirby, 
Henry MoMullin, 


A. Wooton, Geo. Wilson, Geo. Dablin, Gustave Johnson (in Swedisb 
Bishop Hatch addressed the audience on the second day. Among the subjects 
spoken upon were the persecutions of the Church, fulfillment of prophecy, 
obedience, consequences of disobedience, truth, covenants, home improve- 


ments, feelings of nationality, education 
with callings, and a higher order of life. 


, whisky selling, works corresponding 
C. SHELTON, ‘Clerk of Branch. 


Jacob M. Truman sends us an account, though at this rather late date, of an 
accident that occurred to his son, Jacob B. Truman, between Long Valley and 
Parowan, Nov. 14th, from the effects of which he died November 29th. A 
mau with whom he was traveling handed the unfortunate youth a shot gun, 
which was accidentally discharged, the contents dae at the wrist and com- 
ing out at the elbow. They drove to Parowan, twenty-five miles, as quickly as 

ssible, where they telegraphed to the young man’s father at Hambiin. Not 
ing able to find a surgeon at Parowan, he was taken to Beaver, where he was 
attended by Dr. Elbry, the post physician. The young man was 18 years, 4 


months and 5 days old, when he died. 


Chief Justice McKean made an excellent 
Camp Douglas, and we hear it well spoken of. 


peech yesterday, Dec.. 26th, at 
is honor is a man of ability, 


and of intelligence in some directions. But he appears to have a chronio sore- 


ness of mind in regard to anything pertaining to what is called Mormonism, 
so that when anything of that nature comes before him he is quite another 


man, and appears to be utterly incapacitated for 


a correct judgment. 


passing 
When acting in other matters he may be a very intelligent and estimable gen- 
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tleman, but the moment he comes to Mormonism,” he seems to lose his 
intelligence and act as if he was hardly a rational being. Consequently, al- 
though he mighi make a passable public servant where his prejuices were not 
touched, he is exceedingly unfit to occupy a judicial office in this Territory. 


Earthquake shocks are becomiug somewhat frequent in this region. The last 
one felt and heard of occurred about 9 o’clock on the night of December 27th. 
Brother William Reeves, of Centreville, tells us that it was distinctly felt at 
that place ; it caused houses to tremble, crockery to rattle, and children to be 
so frightened that it was some time before they could become calm enough to 
go to sleep. The shock lasted three or four seconds, and appeared to pass from 
north-west to south-east. 3 
From the Salt Lake Herald :— 7 
On Sunday evening Dec. 21st., the people in the vicinityof William Brant’s 
butcher shop, Ophir City, Tooele County, were startled at the report of five 
‘pistol shots, fired in quick succession, and a general rush was made for the 
spot. On entering the shop a ghastly sight, which sent a shudder of horror 
through their frames, met theirgaze. Lying dead ou the floor was P. Bennett, 
a man notoriously bad; his throat was cut and blood was running from bullet 
wounds in his head, side and arm. Brant acknowledged that he killed 
Bennett, and surrendered himself to the authorities. On the same evening a 
coroner’s jury held an inquest on the body and returned a verdict in accordance 
with the facts. The cause of the killing is said to be domestic troubles.’ It is 
alleged that Brant-and Bennett’s wife have been openly and improperly 
‘intimate for some time, and that his wife’s faithlessness was known to the 
deceased, who had made threats against the life of Brant. Some weeks ago, 
Bennett and Brant’s partner had a fight and the latter was -badly beaten. 
Bennett was arrested and taken to Tooele for trial, which was closed ‘last 
Saturday, Bennett returning to his home in Ophir the same evening. The 
trial had been attended with considerable expense to Bennett, he having paid 
about $1,100, in order to raise which sum he was obliged to mortgage and sell 
valuable mining property. On arriving home he heard of his wife’s further 
infidelity, but made no demonstrations or attempts to carry out the threats he 
had — 7 against Brant. Sunday evening he was seen to walk down the street 
and enter the butcher shop, unarmed, when almost instantly the firing was 
heard. At the time there were three men besides Braut in the shop, but two 
of them ran out. The one who remained and who must necessarily have wit- 
nessed the killing, apparently knows nothing of the affair, or at least nothing 
could be learned from him at the inqnest. Five shots were distinctly heard, 
and three wounds were found on Bennett—one immediately below the left 
breast, another in the back of the head and the third in the left arm. It is 
thought at Ophir—though nothing detinite is known—that Brant, upon seeing 
Bennett enter the shop, premised that he was about to execute some of his 
many threats, and therefore commenced shooting on the instant. After sur- 
rendering himself to the officers, Brant was placed in jail to await an examina- 
tion before the justice, which was to come off yesterday morning. Bennett 
had anything but a good name in the camp, and now that he is dead, there is 
little sorrow manifested. He was a bad, desperate man; had been in numerous 
. fights and difficulties, and was looked upon as one of the worst characters in 
‘Ophir. Brant is said to be naturally of a quiet, inoffensive — 2 and a 
person who seldom quarreled or had difficulties with others. Still, in the killing 
of Bennett, he has little sympathy among the Ophirites. His amours with the 
wife of his victim were notorious, and that fact of itself would turn the popu- 
The Utah Posten is the title of a new journalistic venture, printed in the 
Scandinavian, and edited hy P. O. Thomassen, of this city. ae 


If life to you is not all that you would have it, seek to make it better and 
more enjoyable to yourself. For at best life is what we make it. — 
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